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Abstract

This study was carried out in four stations namely
two on the coast of Noor, and two in
Mahmoudabad and Royan cities (Mazandaran
Province) located on the coast of the Caspian Sea
for identification of some ecological characteristics
of the crab Rhithropanopeus harrrissi. Samples of
each station were fixed and transported to the
laboratory and were identified at the species level.
The 192 collected samples were found to be
Rhithropanopeus harrrissi in the laboratory
analysis. In order to verify the species, the samples
were compared with the metatypical crab samples
in the Zoological Museum, University of Tehran.
Also in this species, morphological features, sex
ratio, abundance and distribution were analyzed.
One way ANOVA with LSD test showed a
significant difference (p<0.05) in the abundance of
the species between station 2 (Vicinity of Noor
Forest Park) with stations 1 (West coast of Noor
city) and 3 (Mahmoudabad coast). The biggest
amount of abundance was observed in station 2
which showed this crab mostly lived in the sandy
shores near forests and the shores which were less
exposed to human activities.

Keywords: Rhithropanopeus Harrrissi, Identification,
Abundance, Distribution, Caspian Sea.
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