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ABSTRACT

Reptiles are important components of natural ecosystems but because
of limited dispersal ability they are sensitive to habitat destruction, road
development and climate change. However, very little is known about
their diversity and distribution in protected areas of Iran. In this study,
reptiles of Touran Biosphere Reserve were collected, photographed and
identified from 2014 to 2021. Results showed that 36 reptile species
including 20 lizards, 15 snakes and 1 tortoise are living in the Touran
Biosphere Reserve. Families Agamidae and Gekkonidae where the
most diverse families among the lizard species and family Colubridae
was the most diverse family among the snake species. Testudo
horsfieldii and Varanus griseus are species with conservation concern
thus they need special conservation programs.
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